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Save the Date for the Thun
Family Reunion!
The 150th Birthday Celebration and Family Reunion
will take place April 29 - May 1, 2016.
 
Reunions are fun, and Thun family ones especially so!! 
Plans are well underway, through the Wyomissing
Foundation, to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the year
of birth of Ferdinand Thun and Henry Janssen with a
gathering in Reading, PA. They were both born in
February 1866, but we will be celebrating on the weekend
of April 29-May 1, 2016, so the weather will be better for
travel than it would be on the actual date. 
 
Plans are shaping up, but we are hoping that each family
will be able to find a “chair” within their numbers who can
be responsible for communicating with that family. Please
send out this SAVE THE DATE to all your cousins,
siblings, children, nieces, nephews... If you want to
become involved with the planning, please contact Alex
Frazee at alexenat@hotmail.com or Cornelia St. John at
corneliasj@mac.com.
 
Keynote Event:
A Special Viewing of New Documentary:
The Legacy of Ferdinand Thun and Henry Janssen

Some of you may have heard that The Wyomissing
Foundation, with special help from Ferd Thun, is funding
a documentary on the life and accomplishments of our
grandfather and great grandfather, Ferdinand Thun, and
his partner, friend, and fellow immigrant from Germany,
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Henry Janssen. They were contacted by a PBS Station in
Bethlehem, Pa. which has produced several
documentaries that tell the stories of people and
industries that have made a significant contribution to the
vitality and richness of SE Pennsylvania.  Grover Silcox,
the filmmaker, has received national recognition, including
a regional “Emmy” award.  His assistant, Laura McHugh,
is also a documentarian and Emmy Award winner.  A
focus of their work is preserving the stories and legacies
of individuals who have made outstanding contributions to
the area.

Since the TWF Board voted to support this endeavor,
Grover Silcox has done extensive research and
conducted numerous interviews with family members and
people familiar with the history of the Wyomissing
Industries, including folks who worked in the Industries
and have passionate stories to tell. The film promises to
be a wonderful way to preserve and pass on to our
children and grandchildren the stories and legacy of Oma
and Opa Thun by highlighting facets of the civic and
cultural influences they initiated.

The film will be shown Saturday night at the Goggleworks,
followed by a family dinner to continue the celebration of
the 150th Birthday. Copies of the film will be available for
families attending the reunion.

LOCATION/LODGING

Karen Rightmire, the tireless Director of the Wyomissing
Foundation, has reserved The Stirling Inn, a beautiful
mansion in Reading’s Centre Park, for the family. We will
have use of their entire property for the weekend, and it
sleeps 35. Blocks of rooms will also be reserved in more
kid-friendly places. We also have geen granted the use of
a large room at Goggleworks for a family dinner after the
film. 

The classic Thun
Family reunion!

Questions about the
Family Grants
Program?
Feel free to get in touch!  We
at the FGP are always happy
to talk about an idea, explain
the process, etc.  Just click
on a name below to drop a
line, ask a question, pitch an
idea!

Co-Chairs:
Kirsten Goff
Cornelia St. John

Members:
Anni Crofut
Kirsten Dunn
Julia Fry Landstreet
Eloise Saglio Patton
Karen Rightmire
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FAMILY GRANTS PROGRAM

Two grants were awarded at the April Board Meeting.  

Jones Elementary

On May 3rd, the The
Wyomissing Foundation
Board approved an FGP
grant proposal submitted
by Eloise Patton on
behalf of the Jones
Elementary School
Parent Teacher
Association (Jones PTA).
 They requested a
$15,000 grant to build a
new playground at Jones
Elementary School. In
2013, Anne Arundel
County Public Schools
informed Jones
Elementary and the PTA
that the main playground
will be torn down
sometime in 2016 due to
its age. This is an
occurrence that is
becoming common in
Anne Arundel County as
the school administrators
are closely monitoring the
age of playgrounds and
removing them as soon
as they are deemed too

Rock Hollow Woods

The Board also approved
a grant proposal
submitted by Chip
Karasin on behalf
of Rock Hollow Woods
Environmental Learning
Center. They understand
that frequent
unstructured childhood
play in natural settings is
for healthy development
and lifelong conservation
values. Its mission is to
provide children the
opportunity to discover
the natural world and
empower them to protect
the environment.
Thun descendant Noel
(Chip) Karasin, RHW
Board of Directors
member, is requesting
$15,000 from the
Wyomissing Foundation
to assist them in funding
the design and
implementation of a
capital campaign. Rock
Hollow Woods’ goal is to



old to maintain, even if
that means the school is
left without a playground. 
The new playground at
Jones will provide an
outdoor recreational area
for the students who
range in age from
Kindergarten to 5th
Grade. The playground is
also open to the
community when school
is not in session-
including after school and
throughout the entire
summer. 

build an indoor facility in
order to provide year
round programming,
which they anticipate will
cost approximately
$475,00. Receipt of the
grant from the
Wyomissing Foundation
will enable the staff and
Board of RHW to hire a
fundraising consultant to
help them begin a capital
campaign; they have
already identified a
potential consultant and
are eager to embark on
the process.
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