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Adam Qusley, a third-grade teacher at Lorane Elementary in the Exeter district, worles on math skifls with fifth- and
sixth-graders during the Teachers i the Parks program.

Exeter summer school program
is gaining attention across state

BY EVA BOTKIN-KOWACKI

Heamipc EagLa

ata pienie table, 11-yesr-
old Heldl Paiten practiced
amath problem for an unknown
variable

Sitting under the pavilion In

Communtty Park in St Lawrence,

Heldi balanced the aquation by us-
ing a dry-erase board, large num-
bered dice smd white pavns,

Auhemovedﬂlepiemmim-

late a pawn, or unkmown variable, -
Heid{ said she didn't used to like
math. It was frusteating when she
didn’t get it, But Heldi i one of 337
students from Exeter elementa-
g schools who are enjoyiag the
to spend part of thelr sum-
mier break taldng classes outdoors,
The program, Teachess in the Part,
offers lesdons in math and read-
ing for studenis of all levels af the
Commuzity Park, Crestwood Pool,
Antletam Pool and Exeter Commu-
nity Library. Exeter teachers lead
the classes, which are designsd to
combat learning loss during the
sununer. The activities have an pir
of summer camp.
Huving grown from just efx stu-
dentawhen it began in 2004 10337

mer scitool program,” aid Davig
Volkman, apecial assistant to the

vania secretary of educa-
tion, By holding classes exclustvely

Volkman said Teachers in the
Paris provides a maded of a unique
wqrinenyguhldmu,tmnmhm

their gkills, and prevent the “sum-
mersllde,'ntemmedmdmme
how materfal students already
learned is lost due to educational
inactivity over the summer, He said
the Exeter mode] conld be repli-
caied In other districts.

Gov. Mifflln i one district that
has taken notlce.

http://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODE/ReadingEagle/PrintComponent
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Bamien Drago, a fifth-grade
teacher at Gov. Miflin Intermedi-
ate School, and another teacher are
helding a math cless for12 studenis

fifth grade in Shillington  fu;
MW. o

“This constant practice is going
mﬂwﬂmmmnﬂy)mginm
the school year,” Drago caid, noting
that the program s desigred to feel
less lke schook.
“We try to do a lot of fun gamcs
that inelude math,” Drago sald.

“The kids always comment on how

summer progranss struggle
to earoll students. Children may
think that summer school Is only  th
for students struggling in classes.
But 'lbnmers in the Parks wel-
comes all students, a0 the classes
don't have the same negative con-
notation,
"It‘ulllceasummerdﬂump.bnt

mmh-gmjg at Lorane Elemertary, teaches musitiple
mmmﬁm,m.ﬂmnmmnmmaum
Eseter School District, using a card game calied Math Tiash.

by how enthusiastic the stadents
were,”

“It’s fun,” aid Bremna Doudherty,
8. "You're learning while having

Olivia Humpheey, 11, sald, “It's
not really school. You dom’t resliy
know that you're leazning *

The program begar on Hatha-
way's parents’ potch (n 2004 for
Just six students whode families
wsked for extra tutoring.

quickly
doing learning activitles outgide
and moved the lessons to a nearby

park.

“Districts everywhere are chop-
ping summer programs hecause
ﬂwym‘tﬂmmhuwmgetklda
to the ;” Ha

ﬂ:edmesthntlnstjusttwom
or less have bean easily aceessible
for students, he sald.

And, when Exeter schocls cut
most of thelr summer school
Pprogramming in 2011, the parks
" program fitied the void Teachers
in the Parks is privately funded
through tuftlon and community

state, “Thi '
in away that's nota chore”

‘When Schwank vislted the elass-
eg, she said, “T was just bowled over

" tlon Foundation.

pariners, including Dairy Queen
and the K Ci y Edupa-
Temtes Eva Botkin- Hevwcki 619-371-5019
o Ak o ingreayie.com.
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